
 
 

TENNIS GROUNDS ACCIDENT 
INJURES 6-year-old 

 

A few weeks ago, a visiting 6-yr-old girl fell 5 feet landing on 
her head when the aged deck railing collapsed next to the 
tennis courts.  Luckily her injuries were minor.  Her relatives 
report she has no lasting ill effects.  Mary Koponen 
president of the pool and tennis requested a thorough 
inspection of the property.   Findings, prioritized: 
 

1. The 20-year-old wood deck railing is rotted in 
several places.  The roof and floor are sound.  
Building code requirements have changed since 
the 80Õs.  All rails need to be spaced closer than 
the current 12 in. for safety.  Cost: $550 in 
materials.  Volunteer resident Don Francis will 
direct the rail rebuilding by other volunteers to 
bring the deck up to code.  Estimates were 
$1000+ to contract the job to a builder.  Thanks to 
Don Francis and Ben Kupronis! 

 
2. Seven of 14 iron columns supporting the pavilion 

roof have rusted through at the base and need to 
be replaced or repaired urgently.  Four estimates 
have been obtained.  The cost:  $2,800-$3,200.  
This job is too dangerous for inexperienced 
volunteers because it would involve jacking the 
roof.  If not repaired, the roof will eventually fall. 

 
3. The pool floor needs to be re-plastered.  We are in 

the process of getting estimates. If not done soon, 
the damage will expand and the repair will become 
even more expensive. 

 

There are not enough SRA members for dues to cover 
needed repairs.  Currently not enough families with young 
children live in our subdivisions to keep membership high.  
Tennis players go elsewhere because we cannot keep the 
courts surfaced.  Dues go toward lifeguards and pool 
maintenance with little left for repairs.  The reason for low 
membership is the aging population of Summertown 
residents.  New families with young children are moving in 
and joining, however it is a slow process.  Currently fewer 
than 100 of our 300 homes have school-aged children. 
Since the SRA does not have funds, and the rotted railing 
represents an immediate threat to the safety of our kids, I 
purchased the lumber for the deck repairs with my own 
money, in the belief that many of you would send   
 

 
donations so I can get reimbursed.  The repair should be 
complete around July 10. 
 
All Rockbridge Acres and Summertown residents:  
Please contribute financially or join the SRA/SHA as 
soon as possible.  LetÕs not allow another accident to 
happen.  A run-down pool and tennis area negatively 
affects sales & property values.  Just ask any realtor.   
 
Thank you so much for considering our request.  Some 
have already joined or sent donations.  Any donation is 
welcome. During our 2003 campaign for support, many of 
you promised support if the majority of the subdivision 
pitched in.  NOW is the time to pitch in, whether or not you 
play tennis or swim.  Please consider joining. Tennis is a 
great form of exercise for all ages.  Some adults swim laps 
in the evening for exercise.  Of the donations already 
received, $1000 were used for the pool & grounds repairs,  
$350 for auto decals, $500 was set aside to pay off the 
SHA rezoning debt, and $100 was set aside for welcoming 
new residents.  Your donation will go towards 2004 dues if 
you decide to join the merged SHA/SRA later this year.   
NOTE: No donations were used for the playground or 
grounds ÔfaceliftÕ projects or added insurance costs. These 
were paid from ads in our 2004 Directory.  Why werenÕt 
funds pulled for the deck and pavilion repair? Ads were 
solicited specifically for playground construction. Materials 
were purchased before the urgency of these other repairs 
came to light. 
It is up to ALL of us to support the efforts of the SHA and 
SRA.  Hidden Hills, a subdivision several miles south of us, 
had a run-down pool and tennis association which was 
abandoned due to lack of support.  Subsequently, crime 
went up, property values went down, and the subdivision 
looks very run-down.  Homes do not sell quickly. People I 
know considered themselves lucky to get the same price 
they had paid for their homes many years before.  Some 
even took a loss.  It is up to you residents to keep OUR 
subdivisions well maintained.  Many volunteers respon-
sible for the playground and grounds improvements are 
ÒnewcomersÓ to the subdivision.  Many others are not SRA 
members.  We are thrilled to have such support, but we 
need financial support from EVERYONE.
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PLAYGROUND GRAND OPENING 
Saturday July 10 

 

Saturday July 10, from 4-7PM you are invi ted 
to an open pool fol lowed by an ice cream social  
at  6 celebrat ing the new childrenÕs playground 
at  2581 Rockwood Way.  Everyone is welcome!  
Swimming is open to the ent i re subdivision.  
Come join us to honor the many volunteers 
and business sponsors who contr ibuted to the 
playground and grounds improvements.  
Funds for improvements came from 2004 
Directory ads sales.  I f anyone wanted to send 
a thank you, these are the Òmain menÓ.  They 
are not gett ing this copy (with their  names 
l isted), so your  thanks wi l l  come as a surpr ise 
and wil l  mean a lot!  
  
   Mark Koponen Ð (for t )     Joe Pet rucci  (swings) 
   5438 Auci l la Crk. Ln       2513 Rockwood Way 
 

   Dan Spradl ing (middle sect ion, monkey bars) 
   2523 Rockwood Way   
 

 
BLOCK PARTY 

 

The next  pot luck block par t y will be held Sat ., J uly 24 t h 
at  t he yard of  Lisa Mer r it t  at  5303 Sandy Shoals Ln.  
Volunt eer s are t o call Lisa Mer r it t  at  770-469 -6442.   
Resident s f r om t he area of  Sandy Shoals, Sant ee, and 
Deep Spr ings will be welcome and will r eceive f lyer s 
wit h mor e inf o.   Ther e might  be t wo addit ional block 
par t ies in J uly or  ear ly August .  Br oad Cr eek volunt eer s 
should call J aneen Dunn at  770 -879-6472 .   I f  anyone 
f r om Rockbr idge Acr es would like t o or ganize a par t y 
f or  t heir  st r eet  in Aug. or  Sept ., please cont act  Mary 
Koponen at  770-879-733 8.  Resident s in t he area of  a 
block par t y will always r eceive not if icat ion by f lyer  
and/o r  phone calls.  May anyone f r om t he subdivision 
at t end any block par t y? The answer  is yes, br ing a dish! 
 

GRADUATES 
OF THE CLASS OF 2004 

Chelsea Dunn Jeniece Stewart  
Tiara Barlow I van Covington 
Mi lanika Turner Paul Najjar 
Dana Smith 

! I n July, t he Gwinnet t  pol ice wi l l  be informed 

of our Su m m er t ow n /Rock br i dge Acr es Au t o 
I D  system.  At  thei r discret ion, they wil l  check on 
vehicles without  t he yel low st ickers as t hey pat rol 
our subdivision.   If you need more stickers, please call 
Joyce Carlone at 770-498-4374.  This program was paid 
for by residents who are sending in contributions to the 
SHA/SRA.  I t has already helped to identify a car parked 
at SRA grounds with teens from the trailer court near 
Ingles. They were questioned by a resident and couldnÕt 
name anyone who lived here.  They were hoping to use 
our subdivision as a place to hang out.  A gray van was 
spotted cruising on Pounds N. (with no sticker). Police 
were notifi ed.  The driver happened to have an arrest 
warrant so the police will be looking for him.  MOST of 
the subdivision has put stickers on vehicles. Volunteers are 
ÔpesteringÕ procrastinators Ð PLEASE HELP by putting 
stickers on your cars. 
 

 
The Prayer Group meeting that will be held on 
Saturday, July10th at 9:30 a.m. at the residence 
of Linda Everett Ð 2553 Rockwood Way is non-
denominational!  Please submit prayer requests. 

Everyone is welcomeÉ 
 

 

Welcoming Committee 
The Summertown & Rockbridge Acres Welcoming Committee 
has been busy welcoming dozens of new residents since 
May.  A welcoming tea was held Sunday June 27 for 
newcomers. We had a nice time.  There will be similar 
events in the future.  Thanks to Lisa Merritt for getting the 
committee active, and to the welcoming volunteers for 
making our newest residents feel a part of the community.  
Please call Lisa at 770-469-6442 if you notice anyone 
moving in on your street.  The small gift each resident 
receives is paid for by our subdivision supporters. 
 

THREE NEW BABI ES! 
 

On June 14, Steve & Sheri  DeHaan of Sandy 
Shoals had a baby gi rl .  Sydney Grace weighed 
7lb.13oz. and is adorable.  
 

Mr. Edie Jal low and Mrs. Isatou Thorpe of 5396 
Sandy Stream Dr.    are the proud parents of 
baby gi rl  Abie, born on June 3. She weighed 6 lb. 
2 oz. and is very beauti ful . 



 
Troy and Rhonda Martin of 5182 Clearwater 
were bl essed by the bi rt h of Tru  Chri stian on 
May 28.  He weighed 6 lb. 6 oz. 

    " "  VOTE! 
 
PRI MARY ELECTION DAY:  JULY 
20 
Reference: The Gwinnett Daily Post, Fr iday June 25 
Where to vote:  Voices of  Faith (former First Chr istian) 
Church near  the Baskin Robbins on Rockbr idge. 

There are several important issues: 
   The race for District 3 County Commissioner: Only 
one Democrat, Robin Roberts, is running.  Three 
Republicans are running for Incumbent John DunnÕs 
seat:   
 

1. Dwight Harrison, owner of Dwight Harrison 
Volkswagen, says his top issue is traffic.  He is part 
of the Hwy 78 Community Improvement Board. 
 

 2. Mike Beaudreau, National Accounts Manager for 
Ricoh Corp., is not accepting campaign contributions 
from developers or builders.  His top issue is over-
development. 
 

3. Tommy Hunter, civil engineer and licensed Realtor 
says he is pro-growth and wants a small-town, feel-
good government. 
 

4.  John Dunn, incumbent, owner of dent repair shop 
and Reservist: Right after taking office on a pro-
homeowners platform, he voted against the 
acquisition of Deshong Park.  He now claims credit 
for the increase in GwinnettÕs ÒGreen SpaceÓ.  Part of 
Hwy 78 revitalization project, he relocated his dent 
repair business to Hwy 78, constructing a metal 
building.  Weeks later, County Commissioners voted 
to ban metal buildings.  Dunn unsuccessfully 
attempted to fire County  
Planning Commissioner MB Strickland, a vocal 
homeownersÕ advocate, months after he appointed her 
to the position.   
 
 
H er e i s m y dona ti on , w h i ch I  
und er sta n d can be used to w ar ds 

m em ber sh i p dues i n th e m er ged 
SH A & SRA for  20 0 4. 
Am ount enc losed: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Nam e: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Addr ess: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Phone : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
The Commission voted to change the rules, allowing a 
commissioner to fire a Planning Commissioner, and 
Mr. Dunn promptly fired Ms. Strickland.  She sued 
and won the judgment, regaining her position.  
   This year the penny sales tax for parks & road 
improvements will be up for a vote. 
   Three Republicans and two Democratic candidates 
are vying for Chairman of the County Commission.  
Sorry, I couldnÕt get information on Democrats in 
time for this newsletter. 
Republicans: Incumbent Wayne Hill Ð pro-growth  

Charles Bannister Ð career politician 
Commissioner Marcia Neaton Ð advocates 
growth in neglected areas of county 

Please read the paper for more insight into the 
campaigns. 
 

DOG WALKERS:   
Several residents have requested that we put in a 
request that all dog walkers carry a Ôpooper scooperÕ.  
Please be considerate of your neighborsÕ yards and 
the children playing on the common grounds and lake 
area. 
 

Contact Information 
 

Summertown Homeowners Association 
 Pres. Denise Rutherford 770-469-5467 
Summertown Recreation Association 
 Pres:  Mary Koponen  770-879-7338 
   mjkoponen@cs.com  
Newsletter 
 Ivy Anderson   770-469-2660 
COPS Program & Front Entrance 
 Alan & Susan Taylor   770-413-0396 
Web Site:  http://geocities.com/summertown_org/ 
 
____   I am considering join ing the    
              SHA/ SRA.  Please send member-    



              ship info. 
Please make check payable to 
Summer town Recr eation Association. 
You may either  leave it in the black 
mailbox attached to the ÔbarnÕ mailbox at 
5234 Pounds Dr . N. or  send to:  
 Dayna Bruce,  5306 Deep Spr ings Dr . 
         Stone Mtn. 30087 


